What about Mark’s journey of faith gives you hope in the
face of your own missteps as a follower of Jesus?

Read Philippians 1:6; 2:12-13. What promises do these
texts give to even those who have experienced their faith
walk as “two steps forward, one step back™?

Others who started down the pathway of following Christ
“suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith” (1 Timothy
1:19-20). Contrast Mark’s faith journey with what we
know about Demas (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24; 2
Timothy 4:10).

What admonition does Colossians 1:23 urge upon us?
How do you explain the balance between the promises of
God’s work in us (Philippians 1 and 2), and Paul’s
admonition to faithfulness (Colossians 1)? What does
this look like in your own personal experience?

Let's Pray:
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Questions adapted from James Galvin, ed., et al., New Testament Lesson Maker,
NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO, 1992, pp. 102; Lyman Coleman, et.al., eds., Serendipity
New Testament for Groups, Serendipity House, Littleton, CO, 1886, p. 272-73.
Getting Started:
1. What did you quit when you were a young person? Why

did you do this?

Digging Deeper:

2. Trace what we know about John Mark from the eight
mentions of him in the New Testament (Acts 12:12, 25;
13:5, 13; 15:37-39; 1 Peter 5:13; Philemon 23,24; Col
4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11). If Mark 14:51-52 is also about Mark,
what does this add to our understanding of this person?

3. When are you most tempted to compromise your
commitment to Christ?

4. How can we prepare for times when our dedication to
Christ is tested?

5. When have you dropped out of ministry? When did it
happen? How do you feel about it now, and why?



