8. In 5:14, Paul introduces a citation of something familiar to
both the author and the reader. Perhaps the citation is a Se I‘mOn N OteS

known mash-up of several Scripture texts (such as Isaiah “Children of Light — Part 2”
26:19; 60:1-2), but it does not match any specific singular Ephesians 5:7-14
text. It is likely a piece tied to the community and its January 21, 2024

worship, which is why, given the parallel structure, many

assume a hymn fragment (Darrell Bock, TNTC: Ephesians,
InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 2019, p. 158-9).

a. What happens when light is shone on someone who is
sleeping?

b. Who is the light at the end of 5:14?

c. What is Paul suggesting can happen when someone
in darkness is exposed to the truth of Jesus? (See
also Isaiah 60:1-3 and Luke 1:78-79.)

9. Based on these verses, how should we treat a brother or
sister in our church who is engaging in these sins? What
should our goal with him or her be? How and when does
church discipline apply to such cases?

10. What kind of effect can a church full of believers walking
as children of light have on the world around them?

Let’s Pray



Growth Group Homework

For the week of 01-21-2024

Adapted from Karen Hinkley, ed., Life Change Series: Ephesians, NavPress, Colorado
Springs, CO, 1985, pp. 86-87; Keri Folmar, Grace: A Bible Study on Ephesians for
Women, Cruciform Press, Minneapolis, MN, 2015, pp. 112-113; James Galvin, ed., et al.,
New Testament L esson Maker, NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO, 1992, pp. 271; Lyman
Coleman, et.al., eds., Serendipity New Testament for Groups, Serendipity House,

Littleton, CO, 1986, p. 368-9.

Getting Started:

1. The contrast of light and darkness is a rich and repeated
theme throughout the NT with OT roots. Describe a time
when physically (as opposed to spiritually) you were in the
dark and how the introduction of light aided you.

Digging Deeper:
Read Ephesians 5:3-14.
2. Trace the characteristics of light and darkness in 5:8-14.

3. How would you explain what it means to live as “children
of light” (5:8)?

4. What fruit of the light (5:9) do you see in your life?

5. What are some ways we can “expose” (5:11) darkness in
the world?

6. What happens to things exposed by the light (5:13-14)?

7. What does Paul mean when he tells us not to pariner with
those in the darkness (5:7), to take no part in their
unfruitful works (5:11), and not even to speak of what they
do (5:12)? Is he telling us to completely separate from
the world, or does he mean something else? (Consider 1
Cor. 5:9-10; cf. John 17:15).



